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The Committee on Safety to Life notes the following editorial corrections for the 2003 edition of NFPA 101®, Life 
Safety Code®. Material formatted with strikethrough ( strikethrough ) is to be deleted; material formatted with 
underline ( underline) is to be added. 

1. Revise Notice on Page 101-21 as follows: 

NOTICE: An asterisk (*) following the number or letter designating a paragraph indicates that 
explanatory material on the paragraph can be found in Annex A. 

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a vertical rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in which the 
change occurred. These rules are included as an aid to the user in identifying changes from the previous edition. 
Where one or more complete paragraphs have been deleted, the deletion is indicated by a bullet (•) between the 
paragraphs that remain. 

A reference in brackets [ ] following a section or paragraph indicates material that has been extracted from another 
NFPA document. As an aid to the user. Annex B lists the complete title and edition of the source documents for both 
mandatory and nonmandatory extracts. Editorial changes to extracted material consist of revising references to an 
appropriate division in this document or the inclusion of the document number with the division number when the 
reference is to the original document. Requests for interpretations or revisions of extracted text shall [shall, should] 
be sent to the technical committee responsible for the source document. 

2. Revise 7.7.2 as follows: 

7.7.2 Discharge through Areas on Level of Exit Discharge. Not more than 50 percent of the capacity of the 
required number of exits, and not more than 50 percent of the required egress capacity, shall be permitted to 
discharge through areas on the level of exit discharge, unless otherwise permitted in 7.7.2.1 and 7.7.2.2, provided 
that the criteria of 7.7.2.3 through 1.1.2.1 are met. 

3. Revise 9.7.1.2 as follows: 

9.7.1.2 Sprinkler piping serving not more than six sprinklers for any isolated hazardous area shall be permitted to be 
connected directly to a domestic water supply system having a capacity sufficient to provide 6.1 mm/min (0.15 
ft/rnin gpm/ft 2 ) of floor area throughout the entire enclosed area. An indicating shutoff valve, supervised in 
accordance with 9.7.2 or NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems , shall be installed in an 
accessible, visible, location between the sprinklers and the connection to the domestic water supply. 

4. Revise 10.2.4.1 as follows: 

10.2.4.1* Textile Wall and Textile Ceiling Materials. The use of textile materials on walls or ceilings shall be 
permitted under comply with one of the following conditions: 

(1) Textile materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted on the walls or ceilings of rooms 
or areas protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system. 













(2) Textile materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted on partitions that do not exceed 
three-quarters of the floor-to-ceiling height or do not exceed 2440 mm (96 in.) in height, whichever is less. 

(3) Textile materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted to extend not more than 1220 
mm (48 in.) above the finished floor on ceiling-height walls and ceiling-height partitions. 

(4) Previously approved existing installations of textile material having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be 
permitted to be continued to be used. 

(5) Textile materials shall be permitted on walls and partitions where tested in accordance with NFPA 265, 
Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Room Fire Growth Contribution of Textile Coverings on Full Height 
Panels and Walls. (See 10.2.3.7.) 

5. Revise 10.2.4.2 as follows: 

10.2.4.2* Expanded Vinyl Wall or Ceiling Coverings. The use of expanded vinyl wall or ceiling coverings shall 
be permitted under comply with one of the following conditions: 

(1) Materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted on the walls or ceilings of rooms or 
areas protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system. 

(2) Materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted on partitions that do not exceed three- 
quarters of the floor-to-ceiling height or do not exceed 2440 mm (96 in.) in height, whichever is less. 

(3) Materials having a Class A rating (see 10.2.3.4) shall be permitted to extend not more than 1220 mm (48 
in.) above the finished floor on ceiling-height walls and ceiling-height partitions. 

(4) Existing installations of materials with the appropriate wall finish classification for the occupancy involved, 
and with classification in accordance with the provisions in 10.2.3.4, shall be permitted to be continued to be used. 

(5) Materials shall be permitted on walls and partitions where tested in accordance with NFPA 265, Standard 
Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Room Fire Growth Contribution of Textile Coverings on Full Height Panels 
and Walls. (See 10.2.3.7.) 

(6) Materials shall be permitted on walls, partitions, and ceilings where tested in accordance with NFPA 286, 
Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contribution of Wall and Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire 
Growth. (See 10.2.3.7.) 

6. Add a new section 33.2.2.48 as follows: 

33.2.2.4.8 Stairs shall be permitted to be open at the topmost story only where all of the following are met: 

(1) The building shall have three or fewer stories. 

(2) The building shall house prompt or slow evacuation capability facilities. 

(3) The building shall be protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 33.2.3.5. 

(4) The entire primary means of escape of which the stairs are a part shall be separated from all portions of lower 
stories. 


7. Replace 36.2.4 with the following: 

36.2.4 Number of Exits. 

36.2.4.1 Exits shall comply with the following except as otherwise permitted by 36.2.4.2 through 36.2.4.5: 

(1) The number of means of egress shall be in accordance with Section 7.4. 

(2) Not less than two separate exits shall be provided on every story. 

(3) Not less than two separate exits shall be accessible from every part of every story. 

36.2.4.2 Exit access as required by 36.2.4.1(3) shall be permitted to include a single exit access path for the 
distances permitted as common paths of travel by 36.2.5.3. 

36.2.4.3 A single means of egress shall be permitted in a Class C mercantile occupancy, provided the travel distance 
to the exit or to a mall does not exceed 23 m (75 ft). 

36.2.4.4 A single means of egress shall be permitted in a Class C mercantile occupancy, provided the travel distance 
to the exit or to a mall does not exceed 30 m (100 ft), and the story on which the occupancy is located and all 
communicating levels that are traversed to reach the exit or mall are protected throughout by an approved, 
supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

36.2.4.5 A single means of egress to an exit or to a mall shall be permitted from a mezzanine within any Class A, 
Class B, or Class C mercantile occupancy, provided that the common path of travel does not exceed 23 m (75 ft), or 
does not exceed 30 m (100 ft) if protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

8. Replace 37.2.4 with the following: 

37.2.4 Number of Exits. 

37.2.4.1 Exits shall comply with the following except as otherwise permitted by 37.2.4.2 through 37.2.4.5: 

(1) The number of means of egress shall be in accordance with Section 7.4. 



(2) Not less than two separate exits shall be provided on every story. 

(3) Not less than two separate exits shall be accessible from every part of every story. 

37.2.4.2 Exit access as required by 37.2.4.1(3) shall be permitted to include a single exit access path for the 
distances permitted as common paths of travel by 37.2.5.3. 

37.2.4.3 A single means of egress shall be permitted in a Class C mercantile occupancy, provided the travel distance 
to the exit or to a mall does not exceed 23 m (75 ft). 

37.2.4.4 A single means of egress shall be permitted in a Class C mercantile occupancy, provided the travel distance 
to the exit or to a mall does not exceed 30 m (100 ft), and the story on which the occupancy is located and all 
communicating levels that are traversed to reach the exit or mall are protected throughout by an approved, 
supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

37.2.4.5 A single means of egress to an exit or to a mall shall be permitted from a mezzanine within any Class A, 

Class B, or Class C mercantile occupancy, provided that the common path of travel does not exceed 23 m (75 ft), or 

does not exceed 30 m (100 ft) if protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in 

accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

9. Replace 38.2.4 with the following: 

38.2.4 Number of Exits. 

38.2.4.1 Exits shall comply with the following except as otherwise permitted by 38.2.4.2 through 38.2.4.6: 

(1) The number of means of egress shall be in accordance with Section 7.4. 

(2) Not less than two separate exits shall be provided on every story. 

(3) Not less than two separate exits shall be accessible from every part of every story. 

38.2.4.2 Exit access as required by 38.2.4.1(3) shall be permitted to include a single exit access path for the 
distances permitted as common paths of travel by 38.2.5.3. 

38.2.4.3 A single exit shall be permitted for a room or area with a total occupant load of fewer than 100 persons, 
provided that the following criteria are met: 

(1) The exit shall discharge directly to the outside at the level of exit discharge for the building. 

(2) The total distance of travel from any point, including travel within the exit, shall not exceed 30 m (100 ft). 

(3) Such travel shall be on the same floor level or, if traversing of stairs is necessary, such stairs shall not exceed 
4570-mm (180-in.) in height, and the stairs shall be provided with complete enclosures to separate them from 
any other part of the building, with no door openings therein. 

(4) A single outside stair in accordance with 7.2.2 shall be permitted to serve all floors permitted within the 4570- 
mrn (180-in.) vertical travel limitation. 

38.2.4.4 Any business occupancy not exceeding three stories, and not exceeding an occupant load of 30 people per 
floor, shall be permitted a single separate exit to each floor, provided the following criteria are met: 

(1) This arrangement shall be permitted only where the total travel distance to the outside of the building does not 
exceed 30 m (100 ft) and where the exit is enclosed in accordance with 7.1.3.2, serves no other levels, and 
discharges directly to the outside. 

(2) A single outside stair in accordance with 7.2.2 shall be permitted to serve all floors. 

38.2.4.5 A single means of egress shall be permitted from a mezzanine within a business occupancy, provided that 
the common path of travel does not exceed 23 m (75 ft), or 30 m (100 ft) if protected throughout by an approved, 
supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

38.2.4.6 A single exit shall be permitted for a maximum two-story, single-tenant space/building that is protected 
throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1) and where the total 
travel to the outside does not exceed 30 m (100 ft). 

10. Replace 39.2.4 with the following: 

39.2.4 Number of Exits. 

39.2.4.1 Exits shall comply with the following except as otherwise permitted by 39.2.4.2 through 39.2.4.6: 

(1) The number of means of egress shall be in accordance with 7.4.1.1 and 7.4.1.3 through 7.4.1.6. 

(2) Not less than two separate exits shall be provided on every story. 

(3) Not less than two separate exits shall be accessible from every part of every story. 

39.2.4.2 Exit access as required by 39.2.4.1(3) shall be permitted to include a single exit access path for the 
distances permitted as common paths of travel by 39.2.5.3. 

39.2.4.3 A single exit shall be permitted for a room or area with a total occupant load of fewer than 100 persons, 
provided that the following criteria are met: 

(1) The exit shall discharge directly to the outside at the level of exit discharge for the building. 

(2) The total distance of travel from any point, including travel within the exit, shall not exceed 30 m (100 ft). 



(3) Such travel shall be on the same floor level or, if traversing of stairs is necessary, such stairs shall not exceed 
4570-mm (180-in.) in height, and the stairs shall be provided with complete enclosures to separate them from 
any other part of the building, with no door openings therein. 

(4) A single outside stair in accordance with 7.2.2 shall be permitted to serve all floors permitted within the 4570- 
mrn (180-in.) vertical travel limitation. 

39.2.4.4 Any business occupancy not exceeding three stories, and not exceeding an occupant load of 30 people per 
floor, shall be permitted a single separate exit to each floor, provided the folio wing criteria are met: 

(1) This arrangement shall be permitted only where the total travel distance to the outside of the building does not 
exceed 30 m (100 ft) and where the exit is enclosed in accordance with 7.1.3.2, serves no other levels, and 
discharges directly to the outside. 

(2) A single outside stair in accordance with 7.2.2 shall be permitted to serve all floors. 

39.2.4.5 A single means of egress shall be permitted from a mezzanine within a business occupancy, provided that 
the common path of travel does not exceed 23 m (75 ft), or 30 m (100 ft) if protected throughout by an approved 
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1). 

39.2.4.6 A single exit shall be permitted for a maximum two-story, single-tenant space/building that is protected 
throughout by an approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1) and where the total travel to the 
outside does not exceed 30 m (100 ft). 

11. Revise Table 42.2.6 as follows: 

Table 42.2.6 Maximum Travel Distance to Exits 


Level of Protection 

Low Hazard 

Storage 

Occupancy 

Ordinary Hazard 
Storage Occupancy 

High Hazard 

Storage 

Occupancy 

Protected throughout by an approved, 
supervised automatic sprinkler system 
in accordance with 9.7.1.1(1) 

No limits 

61 m (200 ft) 

122 m (400 ft) 

30 m (100 ft) 

Not protected throughout by an 
approved, supervised automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with 
9.7.1.1(1) 

No limits 

122 m (400 ft) 

61 m (200 ft) 

23 m (75 ft) 

Flammable and combustible liquid 
products stored and protected in 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

46 m (150 ft) 


accordance with NFPA 30, Flammable 
and Combustible Liquids Code 


12. Revise dimensional labels in Figure A.7.2.2.4.4 as follows: 
Figure A.7.2.2.4.4 

Elevation View: One tread depth where a guard or wall exis ts 
Plan View: Min. 38 mm (1 44in.) Min. 57 mm (2 Vi in.) 
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